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The Earl of Listowel

THE   PROBLEM    OF   PARAMOUNT   IMPORTANCE   in   the

post-war world will obviously be the prevention of future
wars. This is surely the demand every people will address
in its own language to its Government; but whatever reply
may, after prolonged consideration, be vouchsafed by those
in authority it will necessarily depend on the political and
economic conditions prevailing throughout Europe at the
time. Uncertain as any forecast about unpredictable, far-
off events is bound to be, let us try to get a rough idea of
the state of affairs immediately after the present war.

It is a truism of history that a war can finish in any one
of three ways: defeat, victory, or stalemate. If the Allies were
likely to be beaten to their knees, I and my fellow-con-
tributors would have been unpardonable idiots to waste our
time on this book; for in that event the future of Europe for
many decades would be decided by the iron will of a Teutonic
conqueror. This eventuality, for reasons that will soon appear,
may be dismissed as unlikely, though there is one danger
looming ominously ahead that might conceivably upset our
calculations- I mean a war with both Russia and Italy. But
the magnitude of this danger is fortunately as obvious to most
French and British statesmen as it is to the man-in-the-street;
and, despite their sudden access of chivalry after the invasion
of Finland, their generous enthusiasm will probably stop
short of those last, irrevocable steps that would inevitably
bring Russia into the war on the German side. So long
as we do not carry provocation to the point of open war-
fare against the Soviet Union, we may rest assured that our
territory and vital interests will be respected by the Russians.
Stalin is terrified at the thought of becoming embroiled in a